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ments. The texts are most particularly, almost
ludicrously, careful to speak of everyone with the
exact degree of reverence or respect due to their
worldly position. Now Gotama's father is not
spoken of as a king until we come to later docu-
ments,* whereas his first cousin, Bhaddiya, is. ad-
dressed by the title of Raja. Even Raja, however,
is not necessarily the same as " king'* in English. It
means "ruler," and may well have no stronger sig-
nification than that of "archon" or "consul."

The probability therefore is that Gotama was
born in a family belonging to the highest ruling
caste of the small Aryan community centred at
Kapila-vastu in Kosala. The later accounts would
lead one to infer that the Sakya domain was a rich
and extensive country. There is nothing in the
older books to confirm this opinion. Indeed, from
the references to the adjoining states, it would seem
to have been a small territory ; not much more than
150 square miles in extent.

His people were agriculturists and, no doubt, the
economic position even of the principal families
among them was of a very simple kind. All the
marvellous details of the wealth and glory of the
royal palace, in which he lived in Oriental luxury,

*For instance Maha Padhana Sutta, and Buddha Vamsa (both
included in the Canon).